Justice                                       71
a few words, the judge turn to the right and left where the legal
advisers and prosecuting attorneys are sitting in complete dis-
interest, generally busy preparing another case, and then a few
moments later they learn the decision of the court.   Before having
even had time to realise that they have been charged and sen-
tenced they have to make way for the next victim of this juridical
guillotine which can  deal in no time  with a hundred or so
" cases ".    Only on their return to the cells do they remember
the fine phrases they had intended to pronounce in their defence.
Furthermore, the lawyer concerned has only been doing his duty,
since he knows that "to contest the facts carefully assembled by
the examining magistrate, or a lengthy pleading would double
the toll.    The judges are imbued with the implicit belief that a
really innocent person will always find means of disproving his
guilt during the course of an enquiry.    The lawyer* therefore,
who " throws himself on the protection of the court *' proves to
the judge that he is " collaborating " with justice, as it is his
duty to " find out the truth ", while another who rages and storms
only insults the court by these unusual proceedings by throwing
its good faith into doubt, and it is the client who in the long
run " invariably pays " and   suffers the consequences   of this
unequal dispute.    French judges,  moreover, although perhaps
lenient, and too indulgent, to say the least of it, towards the
" Cagoulards **,   who   were   all   released   under   the   Daladier
Government,  and pitilessly hard towards the " Communists *',
like the judges in Germany under the Weimar Republic, tended
to  show  considerable  kindliness  and  indulgence   towards  the
ordinary criminal.    They were often inclined to treat him with
a certain kind of bonhomie so that the relatively light sentences
sometimes astonished the foreign observer.    The papier timbre
complex dictated to the judge his duty of applying the law and
seeing " justice " done, but prevented him from being influenced
by any feelings of retaliation.   A judge in France accepts whole-
heartedly the idea of being the " gamekeeper " of society to keep
it within the bounds of its privileges, but refuses to become an
" executioner ".    In Germany, on the contrary, the idea that the
penalty should serve as a terrifying example and be dictated by
the law of retaliation inspires the judge with the feeling that he
is  the  administrator  of   a  divine   will  and can  consequently
pronounce with a tranquil heart long sentences of hard labour*
The judge in Germany punishes infringements of the moral law,
in France transgressions against the rules of society.   That is the
reason why long  before  Hitler's ascendancy in Europe there
existed  in France the penalty of inderdiction de sejour (the